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Hola! That’s right, your favorite community-based nonprofit is back with the
latest edition of our quarterly newsletter! California’s legislative session has
drawn to a close, we have a new team member, and community-wide

meetings are back. It's been an eventful summer; so, please, sit, relax, and let
me fill you in on the latest!

First, some general highlights: we have a new member on our team and some
changes in staffing. She’s new to the payroll but not new to CRPE; we’re so
pleased to announce that Diana Mireles has joined our team as a Community
Organizer! Many of you know her already since she and her late husband
Jose have both served as Presidents of Comité Progreso de Lamont (CPL).
Additionally, we have a new Assistant Director and Director of Organizing!
These positions will be filled by our very own Gustavo Aguirre and Juan
Flores. And as a reminder, we are still looking for a new Legal Director! See
the full job description on our website and please share!

Climate Justice!
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Legislative season is over, and we’ve seen some victories with the adoption of
AB 421, AB 631 and AB 1167! AB 1167 will require oil well operators to post
bonds upon purchasing wells that will pay for plugging them and restoring the
area so that wells are not left unplugged and abandoned. AB 631 gives the
state oil and gas regulator CalGEM significantly more enforcement authority,
and we managed to hold on to some key wins from last year under major
threats, including protecting the moratorium on carbon pipelines.

We also saw the one-year anniversary of the signing of SB 1137 pass in
September. The law established 3,200-foot buffer zones between oil and gas
drilling and sensitive receptors like homes, schools, and hospitals. Many of you
were there for that fight and know that unfortunately, the oil industry was able
to collect enough signatures to qualify a referendum on SB 1137, meaning the
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law is on hold until voters decide its future in 2024. The aforementioned AB
421 clarifies referendum language on the ballot, which will be incredibly helpful
when setbacks are up for a vote.

Photos from last years celebration for the passage of SB 1137

Forgotten Voices!

In August, Kern County approved 26 million dollars in funding for the creation
and improvement of sidewalks, streets, and bike lanes in Arvin, Lamont, and
Shafter. These victories could not have been won without the budget advocacy
of Comité Progreso de Lamont, Committee for a Better Arvin, and Committee
for a Better Shafter. Construction has started on many of these projects, as
pictured below!

Toxic Free Communities!




The fight for statewide pesticide notifications continues! Community groups
from Arvin, Lamont, Delano, and Shafter — CBA, CPL, Delano Guardians, and
Committee for a Better Shafter -- have been working to use AB 617, which
establishes the Community Air Protection Program, to implement a pesticide
notification system, since they are a huge source of pollution in the air. Things
came to a head when County Agricultural Commissioner Glenn Fankhauser
disrespected community members at an AB 617 meeting for the communities
of Arvin and Lamont. Community members and staff from CRPE and CCEJN
brought this issue to a meeting of the Kern County Board of Supervisors since
they appointed the Agricultural Commissioner. Supervisor Couch, who
represents Arvin and Lamont, agreed to meet with community members, which
led to a commitment from the Supervisor to help us work with the Ag.
Commissioner.

News and happenings!
- Congratulations are due for Comité
Progreso de Lamont, who won the
2023 Anthony Grassroots Prize from
the Rose Foundation for Communities
& the Environment! They're being
. recognized for outstanding
A . volunteerism and advocacy for
LF i A . d community improvement projects. The
132 Mihes ™8 Rose Foundation wrote a great press
; release covering some of CPL’s history
and achievements that you can read

here.

CRPE staff went to Sacramento in July for a lobbying day! Our focus was
passing AB 421 and AB 631 and stopping SB 393. As previously mentioned,
AB 421 was signed into law and clarifies language for referendums on the
ballot. AB 631 was also passed and signed! It will strengthen the California
Geologic Energy Management (CalGEM) Division’s enforcement capabilities.
SB 393 died in the legislature; it would have required the disclosure of donors
in California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) cases, which could have
hindered environmental justice communities’ ability to bring litigation.
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Community meetings are so back! In August, we and all of the committees
(CBA, CBS, CPL, and Delano Guardians) met in-person for the first time since
the pandemic started. With all that time apart, there was much to discuss, and
we hope to get the next meeting scheduled ASAP. The main topic of
conversation for this meeting was direct air capture (DAC). Community
members and staff asked questions to better understand the technology and
weighed engagement options since the Department of Energy recently
awarded funding to DAC projects in Kern County.

Californians For
2 Pesticide Reform|

In September, the People’s Tribunal on Pesticide Use and Civil Rights
convened in Lindsay, CA. Community members and academics gathered to
share their knowledge and experiences surrounding the harms of pesticides.
People’s tribunals seek accountability and are hosted by community leaders
among others based upon the premise that the community has the power to
“apply the law on their own when governments are unwilling to do so.”

Get to Know Us!

Diana Mireles is our newest Community Organizer!
Diana is the President of Comité Progreso de
Lamont and has organized with them for the last
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thirteen years. She and CPL have been able to
obtain investments for sidewalks, parks, air quality
improvements, and street flooding issues, among
other EJ issues. At CRPE, her goal is to continue
supporting and guiding disadvantaged communities
to have a better quality of life for them and future
generations.

DONATE

jHola! Asi es, jtu organizacién sin fines de lucro basada en la comunidad
favorita esta de vuelta con la ultima edicién de nuestro boletin trimestral! La
sesion legislativa de California ha llegado a su fin, tenemos un nuevo miembro
del equipo y las reuniones comunitarias han vuelto. Ha sido un verano lleno de
acontecimientos; asi que, por favor, siéntate, relajate, jy déjame llenarte en lo
ultimo!

En primer lugar, algunos aspectos mas destacados: Tenemos un nuevo
miembro en nuestro equipo y algunos cambios en el personal. Ella es nueva
en la nébmina, pero no nueva en CRPE; estamos muy contentos de anunciar
que Diana Mireles se ha unido a nuestro equipo como organizadora de la
comunidad! Muchos de ustedes la conocen ya que ella y su difunto esposo
José han servido como presidentes del Comité Progreso de Lamont (CPL).
Ademas, jtenemos un nuevo Director Asistente y Director de Organizacion!
Estos puestos seran ocupados por nuestros propios Gustavo Aguirre y Juan
Flores. Y como recordatorio, todavia estamos buscando un nuevo Director
Legal! Vea la descripcion completa del trabajo en nuestro sitio web y por favor
comparta!

jJusticia climatica!
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La temporada legislativa ha terminado, y hemos visto algunas victorias con la
adopcion de AB 421, AB 631 y AB 1167! AB 1167 requerira que los
operadores de pozos petroleros depositen bonos en orden comprar pozos y
entonces los usaran por enchufar los pozos y restaurar el area para que los
pozos no se queden desenchufados y abandonados. AB 631 le da al
regulador estatal de petréleo y gas CalGEM significativamente mas autoridad
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de aplicacion, y logramos mantener algunas victorias clave del aio pasado
bajo grandes amenazas, incluida la proteccion de la moratoria sobre los
oleoductos de carbono.

el

Fotos de la celebracion del ario pasado por la aprobacion de la SB 1137

jVoces olvidadas!

El condado de Kern aprobd 2.17 millones en fondos para Di Giorgio Road en
Lamont entre Fairfax Road y Vineland Avenue. Los fondos se utilizaran para
mejorar y completar ese tramo de carretera.

jComunidades libres de toxicos!

iLa lucha por las notificaciones de pesticidas en todo el estado continua!
Grupos comunitarios de Arvin, Lamont, Delano y Shafter — CBA, CPL,
Guardianes de Delano y Comité por un Mejor Shafter — hemos estado
trabajando para utilizar AB 617, que establece el Programa Comunitario de
Proteccién del Aire, para implementar un sistema de notificacion de pesticidas,
ya que son una gran fuente de contaminacion en el aire. Las cosas llegaron a
un punto critico cuando el comisionado de Agricultura del Condado Glenn
Fankhauser no respet6 a los miembros de la comunidad en una reunion AB




617 para las comunidades de Arvin y Lamont. Los miembros de la comunidad
y el personal de CRPE y CCEJN llevaron este tema a una reunion de la Junta
de Supervisores del Condado de Kern desde que nombraron al Comisionado
Agricola. El Supervisor Couch, quien representa a Arvin y Lamont, acordé
reunirse con miembros de la comunidad, lo que llevé a que el Supervisor se
comprometiera a ayudarnos a trabajar con el Comisionado Agricola.

iNoticias y acontecimientos!

jHay que felicitar al Comité
Progreso de Lamont, quien
gand el Premio Anthony
Grassroots 2023 de la
Fundacion Rose para las
Comunidades y el Medio
Ambiente! Estan siendo

s - ' reconocidos por su destacado
Qo0=2023 i voluntariado y apoyo de
Eviemalll B ol 4l proyectos de mejora

57 Miles e 0 ™ % comunitaria. La Fundacion
‘ ' Rose escribié un gran
comunicado de prensa que
cubre algunos de los logros y

iLas reuniones comunitarias estan tan de vuelta! En agosto, nosotros y todos
los comités (CBA, CBS, CPL y Delano Guardians) nos reunimos en persona
por primera vez desde que comenzd la pandemia. Con todo ese tiempo
aparte, habia mucho que discutir, y esperamos que la préxima reunion se
programe lo antes posible. El tema principal de conversacion para esta
reunidn fue la captura directa de aire (DAC). Los miembros de la comunidad y
el personal hicieron preguntas para comprender mejor la tecnologia y las
opciones de compromiso ponderado desde que el Departamento de Energia
otorgd recientemente fondos a proyectos de DAC en el condado de Kern.
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En septiembre, el Tribunal Popular sobre Uso de Plaguicidas y Derechos
Civiles se reuni6 en Lindsay, CA. Miembros de la comunidad y académicos se
reunieron para compartir sus conocimientos y experiencias en torno a los
danos de los pesticidas. Los tribunales populares buscan la rendicion de
cuentas y son acogidos por lideres comunitarios, entre otros, basandose en la
premisa de que la comunidad tiene el poder de “aplicar la ley por su cuenta
cuando los gobiernos no estan dispuestos a hacerlo”.

iCondcenos!

Diana Mireles es nuestra nueva organizadora
comunitaria! Diana es la Presidenta del Comité
Progreso de Lamont y ha organizado con ellos
durante los ultimos trece afos. Ellay CPL han
podido obtener inversiones para aceras,
parques, mejoras en la calidad del aire y
problemas de inundaciones en las calles, entre
otros temas de EJ. En CRPE, su objetivo es
seguir apoyando y guiando a las comunidades
desfavorecidas para que tengan una mejor
calidad de vida para ellas y las generaciones
futuras.
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